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Ulu Temburong National Park
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HELo|= E2H|2 M Hi| M| 15{IE| Exlst A=0|x| 2t Brunei packs all the wonders of Borneo — tropical rain forest,
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sultanate, with an unbroken dynasty stretching back over 600 years.
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INDIGENOUS TRIBES
Desplte a hlstorlcal reputatlon as

fearsome headhunters, the Iban, one of
Brunei’s major |nd|genous groups, have

put aside such practlces Now they are

: knoWn as expert boatmenhﬁoat builders
“ and flsb‘f'men honmg their ‘skills on
theilslanll-s‘vvaterways Many still live a
4‘ &r%dm%tyle in remateriverside
\;- communlty londﬁbuses Some of these _
"§t|ll“ﬂ aB'o‘dES;ﬁre up to60m long and

« house upto 20. fargll!gs un_‘der one roof.
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_FLOATING VILLAGES

PN - ;
N e Considered the largest stilt settlement in

the wb\ﬁld, Kampong Ayer, in Bandar Seri

b JM :_:. :

\, 2 _ 4 . .
Y 0s e = ) s = ey 7} - _ o = ' Begawan, is composed of 42 individual
M 2T EO $A nlE = SRR 2Ol = 10 - & Ny ' . BN =Y Village® linked by some 30km of stilted
. e Z/.e«w-ﬁ % : : 4 = ; e R .
 2FHoIS| TEN@;WTEE-'#%' 2k = g : ' : $S P ! walkways. Facing the'Sultan Omar Ali

Saifuddin Mosque on the other side of

the Brunei River, the settlement has
mosques, schools and a fire station. For
years the government has tried to relocate
its residents onto land, but they refuse to
BN abandon their spiritual home.
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s RO ICALSULTANA E \
"By the 15%" centlifyjMuslim traders had
%rou 1t Islaffi to Brunei, and later a
Arlo| & A= : t : A ; _ L o4 _ . A AS \ llam|c§ultana [€Wwas established in the
O|=2t MAIIS] NS Sofl Ol=EkmI gt~ i a ' ; L - S - - - ry The Sultanate of Brunei ruled i
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Brunei's populatlon adheres to the Islamic
faith. Schools and mosques fuel the
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E2L{0|IM J1& Ol SCH2 OFHE2 '- 2 P e : ; - ; forms of its mosques reflected in the
A9l 24Nl SR K|S . : 3 : : e e o rivers. An enchanting apparition day and
J=0{L= Z20| 0lE7t. O= . Skt ., % night in the capitalis the cream and gold
HELI0| $5 HIC|EAR|ET12I0] Lin} s ot Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddin Mosque. Built
71z O SE ZAlSH= H2 HIZ =EH 2012 2 in 1958 and surrounded by an artificial
22| AOIFE BATCE S=4 Sk 3‘-} lagoon in which there is a replica of a royal
O|EfZ|OHA CHE|M SO = X|&Hs ZAT F barge, the mosque is a lavish marvel of

01Z S0ll= 24 MUES ZE HIX|MO| °'E} Shanghai granite and Italian marble. The
=R g=o=2 FE0l ARRS| XIS QHEE2 dazzling gold dome’s interior is covered by
H|L|X[0IA BXI0[3 =24 3508 JHE ZHAISIACE. a 3.5 million-piece Venetian mosaic.
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GETTING THERE

Royal Brunei Airlines links
several Korean Air destinations
to Brunei: Singapore (two flights
daily), Manila (one flight daily)
and Jakarta (six flights weekly).
All flights arrive in Bandar Seri
Begawan and take 2-2.5 hours.

ULU TEMBURONG

NATIONAL PARK

Ulu Temburong National Park is
Brunei’s pride and joy, dubbed
the “green jewel.” Created

in 1988 within the vast Batu
Apoi Forest, it is an emblem of
Brunei's conservation efforts,
with much of the nation now
fully protected as reserves.

Located in the more
mountainous eastern section of
the country, the park explodes
with a remarkable variety of

life forms; one entomologist
discovered over 400 species of
beetles on a single tree. At Ulu
Ulu Resort, created when the
park’s facilities were privatized,
visitors can immerse themselves
in the protected jungle —
kayaking, bathing in the river and
hiking 7km of boardwalks.

RAIN FOREST HEIGHTS

The Temburong canopy walk
is a stainless-steel pathway
50m in the sky that visitors
reach after a short trip upriver

28lgiLICt. Korean Air flies Incheon — Jakarta, Manila and Singapore daily.

from the headquarters of Ulu
Temburong National Park. The
walk has metal bridges linking
several ladders that take visitors
to progressively greater heights
in the forest canopy. The walk

is best experienced in the early
morning, and visitors should
keep their eyes peeled for some
of Borneo’s most incredible
fauna — gibbons, hornbills, sun
bears, Rajah Brooke’s Birdwing
butterflies and others.

TO MARKET, TO MARKET
The Gadong district's renowned

pasar malam, or night market, is

one of the best in Borneo. Held
in a vast parking lot, it is a feast
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for the eyes and taste buds, with
dozens of stallholders cooking
specialties like the popular nas/
katok — rice with chicken and
spicy sambal sauce. Market
stalls fire up in the early evening
and stay open late. Nasi lemak
is another market mainstay of
meticulously packaged portions
of rice filled with chicken, beef
or anchovies and topped with
sambal, all wrapped together

in banana leaves. For sweets,
try kueh wajid — pounded
Temburong hill rice slow-cooked
in palm sugar and coconut
cream, then wrapped in banana
leaves and steamed until the
sugar caramelizes.



